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Problem Sums Practice 

 

1. In February, Jacob saved $600 of his salary and spent the rest. In 

March, he increased his expenditure by 40% and decreased his savings 

by 20%. How much was his expenditure in March? 

2. Aminah can type at a speed of 160 words per minute. How long will 

she take to type a passage that has 2048 words? 

3. Belinda is 8 years old. When she reaches her mother’s present age, her 

mother would be 62 years old. How old is Belinda’s mother now? 

4. The ratio of the number of apples in Box P to the number of apples in 

Box Q is 3 : 2. All the apples in Box Q are green. The ratio of the 

number of green to the number of red apples in Box P is 4 : 5. There 

are 20 more green apples in Box Q than in Box P. How many red apples 

are there? 

5. Morgan spends 35% of his salary on transport. Of the remainder, he 

spends $500 on food, 40% on rent, 16% on miscellaneous items and he 

saves the rest. If he earns $4500 every month, how long will he take to 

save enough to buy a computer which costs $1650? 

6. Darren saves $1.40 daily and Stephanie saves $1.10 more than him 

daily. Although Stephanie started saving one week later than Darren, 

she has now saved $2.30 more than him. How many days has Darren 

been saving? 

7. The sum of  
 

 
  of Andrew’s money and  

 

 
  of Ivan’s money is $138. If 

the sum of  
 

 
  of Andrew’s money and  

 

 
  of Ivan’s money is $210, how 

much does Andrew have? 
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8. In the morning, there were 750 people at a funfair. 30% of them were 

girls and the rest of them were boys. In the afternoon, some more girls 

joined the funfair and the percentage of girls increased to 40% of the 

total  number of people. How many girls joined the funfair in the 

afternoon? 

9. May had 300 green and purple balloons of which 35% were purple. She 

bought some more purple balloons and the percentage of purple 

balloons was increased to 40%. How many purple balloons did May 

buy? 

10. Mrs Lim baked a total of 190 chocolate and banana muffins. She sold  
 

 
  of the chocolate muffins and  

 

 
  of the banana muffins. Altogether, 

she sold 140 chocolate and banana muffins. How many banana 

muffins were sold? 

11. Kelly had 100 less stamps than Yvonne. Ryan had 350 stamps. Yvonne 

had 30% of the total number of stamps the four friends had. Gary had 

20% of the total number of stamps the four friends had. How many 

stamps did Kelly have? 

12. There were a total of 495 brownies and muffins in Glory Bakery. After 

117 muffins and  
 

 
  of the brownies were sold, the ratio of the number 

of brownies that remained to the number of muffins that remained 

became 1 : 3. What was the ratio of the number of brownies to the 

number of muffins in the bakery at first? 

13. Farmer Tim had a total of 6600 geese and chickens on his farm. There 

are 780 more geese than chickens. After selling 950 chickens and 

buying some more geese, the ratio of the number of chickens to that 

of geese became 1 : 3. How many geese did he buy? 
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14. Spencer is reading a storybook. The ratio of the number of pages he 

has read to the number of pages he has not read is 1 : 5. If he reads 

another 25 pages, the number of pages he has read will be 60% of the 

number of pages he has not read. How many pages are there in the 

storybook? 

15. Milton, Jacob, Kevin and Larry shared $168. Larry received  
 

 
  of the 

total amount of money received by Milton, Jacob and Kevin. Milton 

received  
 

 
  of the total amount received by Kevin and Jacob. Jacob 

received  
 

 
  as much money as Kevin. How much did Jacob receive? 

16. A tank measuring 80 cm by 60 cm by 55 cm was  
 

 
  filled with water. A 

tap was turned on to fill it up with water at a rate of 9 l/min. Every 30 

seconds after the tap was turned on, an iron ball with a volume of 500 

cm³ was dropped into the tank. How many iron balls would there be in 

the tank when the water level reached the brim? 

17. There are some red and blue pencils in a box. If 30 red pencils are 

taken out from the box, the total number of pencils left will be 8 times 

the number of red pencils left. If 50 blue pencils are taken out from 

the box, the total number of pencils left will be thrice that of the 

number of blue pencils left. How many pencils are there in the box? 

18. The ratio of the number of girls to the number of boys at a cinema was 

3 : 2. The ratio of the number of women to the number of boys was 5 : 

4. The ratio of the number of girls to the number of men was 2 : 5. 

During the movie, 6 women and 27 men left the cinema. The ratio of 

the number of women to the number of men left then became 1 : 2.  

(a) Express the number of women as a fraction of the number of 

men at first. 

(b) How many children were there at the cinema? 

 


